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A water soluble polypeptide (I) which has a high affinity for 
IFN-alpha and IFN-beta is claimed. (I) has the formula given in the 
specification and may contain a deletion. Also claimed are (I) 
hybridised to another polypeptide (2) a DNA, sequence encoding (I) 
cells expressing (I) cells expressing (I) bound to (2) and a process 
for prepg. (I) by cultivating the appropriate cells in a nutrient 
medium. (2) slows down the degradation of (I) inhumans and is an Ig 
pref.IgGl. 

USE/ADVANTAGE - (1) and (2) are used as diagnostic agents and to 
prepare antibodies to IFN-alpha and IFN-beta (claimed). Compsns. contg. 
(1) and (2) are used to treat conditions associated with abnormal 
IFN-alpha and IFN-beta prodn. e.g. lupus erythematosus, Behcets 
disease, aplastic anaemia, diabetes, mellitus, plaque sclerosis, 
rheumatoid arthritis or serious immunodeficiency diseases e.g. AIDS and 
organ graft rejections. Admin, is parenteral, subcutaneous, 
intravenous, intramuscular or intralesional. Dosage is 1-5 mg/kd/day. 
(1) and (2) in their purified form can be used to determine the 
tertiary structure of IFN-alpha and beta at their sites of fixation. 
This can be useful as a model for the synthesis of antagonists which 
would have immunosuppressant, antiviral or antitumoural use. 
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